
Chantal E. Berman
Contact
Information

Department of Government, Georgetown University
email: chantal.berman@gmail.com
email: chantal.berman@georgetown.edu
website: chantalberman.com

Research
Interests

Social movements and contentious politics; repression and political violence; political
economy and redistribution; extractive industries; MENA region; qualitative and field
methods

Academic
positions

Assistant Professor Sept. 2020 –
Department of Government, Georgetown University
Affiliated with the MA program in Conflict Resolution

Academy Scholar Sept. 2019 –
Harvard Academy for International and Area Studies

Education Princeton University, Princeton, NJ 2019
M.A., Ph.D., Politics

Brown University, Providence, RI 2011
B.A. Honors, International Relations and Middle East Studies

The University of Damascus, Damascus, Syria 2007
Intensive Arabic language program

Book project Logics of Concession: Protest Economies and Public Authority in the Maghreb. Manuscript
in progress.

Peer-reviewed
Publications

1. “From Victims to Dissidents: Legacies of Violence and Popular Mobilization in
Irq (2003-2018).” First view, American Political Science Review. With Killian
Clarke and Rima Majed.

2. “Citizens’ Understanding of the Social Contract: Evidence from Tunisia.” First
view, World Development. With Dina Bishara and Michelle Jurkovich.

3. “Unconventional Mobilization.” In David A. Snow et al eds., The Wiley Blackwell
Encyclopedia of Social and Political Movements (2023). With Diana Fu. (Peer
reviewed book chapter.)

4. “Policing the organizational threat in Morocco: Protest and public violence in
liberal autocracies.” American Journal of Political Science 65:3 (2021).

5. “When revolutionary coalitions break down: Polarization, protest, and the Tunisian
political crisis of August 2013.” Middle East Law and Governance special issue,
“New Boundaries of State/Resistance in the Middle East.” 11:2 (2019).

6. “Regionalism in New Democracies: Historical Legacies and Voter-Party Linkages.”
Political Research Quarterly 73:4 (2019). With Elizabeth Nugent.

7. “Mobilizing Morocco: New Works on Society and State.” Mediterranean Politics
25:4 (2019).

8. “Ctrl-Alt-Revolt? Online and Offline Networks during the 2011 Egyptian Uprising.”
Middle East Law and Governance 10:1 (2018). With Elizabeth Nugent.

9. “Bordering on Conventional: The Politics of Iraqi Resettlement in the U.S. and
the E.U.” Refuge 28:1 (2012).
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Contributions
to edited
volumes

1. “Social mobilization and Islamist participation in the Arab Uprisings.” In Melani
Cammett and Pauline Jones-Luong eds., The Oxford Handbook of Politics in
Muslim Societies. Oxford University Press (2021).

2. “Between Two Uprisings: The Study of Protest in the Middle East, 2010-2020.” In
Marc Lynch and Jillian Schwedler, and Sean Yom eds., The Political Science of the
Middle East: Theory and Research Since the Arab Uprisings. Oxford University
Press (2022). With Nermin Allam, Killian Clarke, and Jillian Schwedler.

3. “An Uncommon Burden: Aid, Resettlement, and Refugee Policy in Syria.” In
John Calabrese and Jean-Luc Marret eds., Transatlantic Cooperation on Protracted
Displacement: Urgent Need and Unique Opportunity. Middle East Institute Press
(2012).

Working papers 1. “Retrospective Understandings of Grievance in Post-Revolutionary Societies: When
Citizens Look Backwards.” With Dina Bishara and Michelle Jurkovich. Revise
and resubmit.

2. “Theorizing revolution in democracies: Evidence from the 2019 uprisings in Lebanon
and Iraq.” Published as a UNU-Wider Working Paper. With Killian Clarke and
Rima Majed.

3. “Political Accountability in New Democracies.” With Alexandra Blackman, Julia
Clarke, and Aytug Sasmaz.

4. “Protesting Extraction in Resource-Poor States.” With Dina Bishara.

5. “Civic Legacies: Corporatism and Protest in New Democracies.”

6. “A Theory of Bad Concepts: Revisiting Sartori and the Politics of the Global
South.”

Analysis and
commentary

1. “Pourquoi descendre dans la rue ? Un recensement de la protestation au Maroc.”
Blog for TAFRA Morocco (2023).

2. “Who are unions for? Shapshots of union-activist relations in Redeyef, Tunisia,
in the late Ben Ali era.” POMEPS Studies 45: Labor and Politics in the Middle
East and North Africa (2021).

3. “Patterns of Mobilization and Repression in Iraq’s Tishreen Uprising.” POMEPS
Studies 42: Frozen Conflicts (2020). With Killian Clarke and Rima Majed.

4. “Why do Tunisians keep protesting?” Monkey Cage blog at The Washington
Post (2018). Republished as “De la démocratie électorale à l’économie de la
protestation” in Kapitalis (Tunisia).

5. “Tunisia’s Economic Transition? Popular Evaluations of Social Crisis and Reform.”
Analysis paper for the Arab Barometer (2016).

6. “Defining Political Choices: Tunisia’s Second Democratic Elections from the Ground
Up.” Brookings Center for Middle East Policy, Analysis Paper No. 38. (2015).
With Elizabeth Nugent.

7. “Resettling Syrian refugees: Lessons from the (forgotten) Iraqi refugee crisis.”
Brookings Markaz blog (2015).

8. “Tunisian voters balancing security and freedom.” Monkey Cage blog at The
Washington Post (2015). With Elizabeth Nugent and Radhouane Addala.
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9. “Inside Tunisia’s Post-Revolutionary Protests.” Foreign Policy Middle East Channel
(2014).

10. “Youth Activists Face Trial.” Egypt Independent (2012).

11. “Overcrowding in Limbo: Iraqi Refugees in Arab States.” Costs of War Project
(2011).

External
awards and
grants

Gabriel A. Almond Award for best dissertation in comparative politics, American
Political Science Association 2021
UNU-WIDER grant: “Institutional Legacies of Violent Conflict.” 2021
Honorable Mention, best dissertation, APSA section on Middle East Politics 2020
Best graduate paper, ISA section on International Political Sociology 2020
National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Grant 2017
Social Science Research Council International Dissertation Research Fellowship 2017
American Institute for Maghreb Studies Long-term Research Grant 2016
Project on Middle East Political Science Travel-Research-Engagement Grant 2013
U.S. Department of State Critical Language Scholarship 2011

Internal
awards and
grants

Summer salary grant, Georgetown University 2022
Jacobus Fellowship, Princeton University 2018
Princeton Bobst Center International Research Grant 2014, 2015
Princeton Institute for International and Regional Studies Summer Research Grant 2013
William S. Carpenter Prize Fellowship in Politics, Princeton University 2012
Samuel C. Lamport Prize for Best Honors Thesis in International Relations, Brown
University 2010

Field research Morocco, research Jan 2016, June-August 2016, March-April 2017
Tunisia, research Sept - Nov 2014, Oct - Nov 2015, Sept - Feb 2016-2017, Jan-Feb
2020, June 2022
Tunisia, research assistance July-August 2013
Egypt, journalism July 2012
Morocco, Arabic language study June-Auguest 2011
Lebanon, Arabic language study August - December 2008
Syria, Arabic language study June-August 2007

Teaching GOVT 740: Theory and Methodology of Comparative Politics. Fall 2021, 2022
GOVT 746: Authoritarianism. Georgetown University. Spring 2021
GOVT 317: Social Movements, Resistance, and Revolution. Spring 2021
GOVT 617: Social Movements and Nonviolent Resistance. Fall 2020, 2021, 2022

Conference
presentations

Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association (APSA) 2014 – 2022
Annual Meeting of the International studies association 2019, 2021
Annual Meeting of the Middle East Studies Association 2014-2021
Harvard political violence workshop 2020
Social Science Research Council IDRF Fellows Conference 2018
Association for the Analytic Study of Muslim Societies 2015, 2018, 2022
Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA) 2018
ASPA-MENA Conference and Workshop 2017
Princeton-AUB Middle East Politics Conference 2014, 2017
Project on Middle East Political Science (POMEPS) 2014, 2018, 2019
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Professional
Service

Reviewer for American Journal of Political Science, American Political Science Review,
Comparative Politics, Journal of Conflict Resolution, British Journal of Political Science,
Politics & Gender, Social Forces

Princeton Qualitative Research Colloquium, co-founder and seminar coordinator in 2015

Non-Academic
Experience

Democracy Now! TV and Radio, Video producer New York, NY, 2012
International Crisis Group, media intern Washington, DC, 2011
Radio Open Source for NPR, broadcast producer Providence, RI, 2010

Languages English Native
French Advanced
Arabic (MSA) Intermediate
Arabic (Tunisian, Moroccan dialects) Intermediate

Statistical
programming

R, LATEX, Qualtrics
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